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Waller Efq\ Reg. S. Secret. (9.) An account of a Rumina- 
ting Man, lately Living at Briftol, given in to t be R. So-- 
ciety dy the Experienced and learned Frederick Slare, M. D. 
and Reg. Soc. S. (10.) A Letter Jrom that incomparable 
Botanijl Mr. John Ray, R. S. Soc. giving an account of the 
Phy tographia ^^Dr.Leonard Plukenet, M. D.latelyPublifjed^ 



An Account of a large and curious Map of the Great 
Tartary, lately PubliJFd in Holland, by Mr. 
NICHOLAS WITSEN, being an ExtraSi 
of a Letter from the Author thereof y to the Ho- 
nourable Sir RobertSouthwell K^^and 
Preiident of the Royal Society, 

i'he Honourable ^ICUOhk^ WITSEN late Ambajfadour 
into England, and now one of the Principal Burgomajiers 
of Amfterdam, having fent fever al of his New Maps of 
Tartary to the Fellows of the Royal Society, the Honourable 
their Preiident was p leafed to write unto him as follow etb 

Sir, 

I Have lately had a great EfFed of your Bounty in the 
Maps of Tartary. this is Columbus like, the Difco- 
very of a New World ; at leaft Tydings of thofe Parts, 
which from the beginning have layn in the Dark. But 
the Enterprife being fo vaft, and the fuccefs fo unex- 
pefted; the Publick are very impatient to be told by 
what Magick you have been able to mafter this Work. 
For it looks in one Part no lefs difficult then a Geogra- 
phical Defcription of the Bottom of the Sea; I mean 
as to thofe impenetrable Defarts, the endlefs Boggs and 
Marflies, the inacceflable Mountains and thofe mighty 
Trafts, which by their Climate are rendered uninhabita- 
ble ; fince all thefe feem by Nature to have been condem- 
ned to an everiafting Solitude. Now 
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Now for the reft, when I conlider that the Caravans 
paffing between Mufcovy and China are not frequent; 
that they are confined to certain Paths and Lines of Trade ; 
That the Merchants and common Travellers mind no«^ 
thing but the Security and Certainty of the Journey, 
and the Profit that enfues % And that thofe who fliould 
inform them of Extents and Boundaries, are a Ramb- 
ling and uncultivated Generation, and of various Langua^ 
ges. If after all thefe Impediments, you fliall yet be 
able to (hew the Credibility of your Survey, you need 
think no more o'i Fame, but only pray for Humility. 

^a which Mr, Witfcn was pleafed to Anfwer to the 

EffeB following. 

Sir, 
V I ^IS almoft 28 years lince I Travelled into RuJJid^ 

I and being there merely Jor my own Satisfaction* 
I mt only Converfed with the Inhabitants of thofe Coun^ 
treys, but with Tartars of all forts. There I grew firft 
informed not only in the Situation of thofe Parts, but 
of fuch Countries as lay very remote. I have not ceaf- 
cd from that time, by various Methods I have found, to 
fend Letters unto, and receive Anfwers from the moft 
Northern, and North-Eaft parts of the World. For I have 
maintained a conftant Correfpondence in Mofco, Ajira-^ 
can J Georgia^ Ifpahan^ Poloniay and Conjiantimpky I have 
had Letters every year from Pekin^ the chief City of 
China. I have gathered Volumes of Journals and Re- 
gifters, which fct forth the Names of Mountains, Rivers, 
Cities and Towns, together with a vaft number of 
Drafts made by my own Order, which defcribe the Ter- 
ritories that I have mentioned. 

'Tis from this Fund, which has been gathering for fo 
many years, and by comparing and adjufting all thefe 
Materials, and by preferving without intermillion there- 
^>n, that the Map is made up. 

F a After 
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After all, I am far from thinking it has no faults, 'tis 
very well if fuch as are found, be not many, or very 
grofs, I confefs my own greateft doubts are about the 
jftretching of the Sea-Coafts. And 'tis therefore that I 
exprefs them in a faint and pale Colour, to fignify the 
uncertainty thereof. But as to the Latitudes, 1 have 
more aflurance of their being well noted, and fufped: 
but little miftakes, if there be any therein. 

I am yet in fufpence whether the North-Eaft Point 
which you fee bearing off in the Map, may run quite on 
to America ; or how far thither- ward it may reach. 

I formerly thought Nova Zemhla had been a Continent, 
and when I wrote my Opinion herein to Mr. Oldenbourg^ 
he put it into one of his Tranfadions. But I have iince 
been better informed, and retrafted that Error. And 
whereas the late Monfieur Vojjlus would needs perfuade 
himfelf, as well as he did others to their Ruin, that 
there was a pafTage to Japan by the North, and that the 
Tartarian Countreys behind Nova Zembla did immediate- 
ly decline towards the South ; I did always oppofe it, 
and think I can even demonftrate the Impoffibility there- 
of. So that what he wrote to encourage Mariners to 
that attempt, was even dired:ing them to the point of 
Death, as it afterwards enfu'd. 

My intention is, if I live, and may have leifure for 
it, to make feveral particular Maps of the fundry Coun- 
tries contained in this General One, and to give the De- 
fcriptions which appertain to each. 
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